any personal sense to yourself, for I know how scrupulously you
and the other directors guard the independence of the paper.
But you, as Chairman, cannot write frequently over your own
name without producing the impression that the paper is your
organ, and that will be resented by the other proprietors and
destroy the particular reputation which the Westminster has of
being no one's organ.

I feel 1 know you well enough to write thus frankly without
fear of misunderstanding, and I am sure you will do anything
you can to prevent me from being placed in a difficult position
between you and the other proprietors.

Yours ever,

J. A. SPENDER.

There are passages here which should find a place in any manual
of journalistic principle and practice.

The second case was different, and also unusual. During the last
war Spender was corresponding with a titled person of no excessive
importance on the subject of compulstory military service, and the
latter asked what line the Westminster would be taking regarding it.
This does not on the face of it seem a very heinous violation of the
decencies, but Spender reacted to it with vigour.

46MY DEAR-----", he wrote,

"You must allow me to say that you are exceeding your pro-
vince wrhen you cross-question me as to what 1 may or may not
do, or what line of comment I may or may not take, in the
Westminster Gazette. That is my affair, and I should not have
corresponded with you if I had known that your object was to
get from me some answer on that subject that you and your
friends want. I imagined myself to be writing to you in a friendly
way about the merits of the question, and not to 'serve a purpose*
which you "have in hand* and about which I know nothing. I am
sorry I misunderstood the situation, but I must ask you to be good
enough not to make any further use of my letters.

Yours truly,

J. A. SPENDER/'

There was, of course, rather more involved than this single letter
would indicate. It was as a member of the London County Terri-
torial Association and chairman of its recruiting committee that
Spender had engaged in a short private correspondence on con-
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